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E L I G I B I L I T Y  

Eligibility for 

designation, 

and subsequent 

listing, is best 

supported when 

a property has 

significance 

and retains 

integrity 
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If one 

support is 

weak or 

damaged,  
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. . . eligibility 

collapses.  

 

Significance 

and Integrity 

on their own 

are not 

capable of 

carrying the 

load. 
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Which comes first? 

Significance -- THEN Integrity 
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Q: How do you 

know whether or 

not a property has  

Significance? 

A: Determine if it 

is a resource 

that illustrates a 

historic context. 
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Q: What is a Historic 

Context? 

 

A:  Information about 

historic resources, 

organized by 

(1) theme 

(2) geographic area 

(3) time period 
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Historic Contexts answer questions: 

ñWhat is the history of this area?ò and 

ñHow is the history reflected in the 

cultural resources?ò 

Historic Contexts identify significant historical 

patterns, events, people, groups and values.  

Historic Contexts identify and describe 

property types in terms of their locational 

patterns, character-defining features, and 

preservation issues. 
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Q: How do you 

determine if a resource 

illustrates a Historic 

Context? 

 

A1: Know your local 

Historic Context(s) and 

the character-defining 

features of associated 

property types 
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A2: Document the 

resource through 

fieldwork and 

research to identify: 

 

Property type 

Area of Significance 

Period of Significance  

Level of Significance 
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Reconnaissance Survey Intensive Survey 
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Property Types (a few examples) 

Single-family dwelling 

Duplex 

Apartment complex 

 

School 

Campus 

 

Train station 

Locomotive 

Streetcar 

Bridge 

Parkway 

 

Park 

Garden 

 

 

Amusement park 

Movie Theater 

 

Commercial: retail 

Commercial: office(s) 

Commercial: mixed-use 

 

Church 

Cemetery 

 

Clinic 

Hospital 

 

Post Office 

Courthouse 
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Areas of Significance 

Agriculture    Geography/Community Identity 

Architecture    Health/Medicine 

Archaeology ï prehistoric  Industry 

Archaeology ï historic   Invention 

Art     Landscape Architecture 

Commerce    Law 

Communications   Literature 

Community Planning/Development Military 

Conservation    Performing Arts 

Economics    Politics/Government 

Education    Religion 

Engineering    Science 

Entertainment/Recreation  Social History 

Ethnic Heritage   Transportation 

Exploration/Settlement 
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Period of Significance 

In the Olden Days 

Latter Part of the Nineteenth Century 

1875-1900 

1906-1962 

1937 

Level of Significance 

Local 

Regional 

Statewide 

National 

International 
 


